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MISSION 

 

To represent the land 
trust community and 
build capacity in land 
trusts to conserve  
diverse and ecologically 
important landscapes 
in Alberta  
 

 

VISION 

 

!ÌÂÅÒÔÁȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÌÁÎÄȤ
scapes are rich in  
biodiversity and have 
strong ecological  
integrity  
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ALTA Member Groups 

Alberta Environmental Law 
Centre 

Alberta Fish and Game    
Association 

Crooked Creek Conservancy 
Society of Athabasca 

Ducks Unlimited Canada 

Edmonton & Area Land 
Trust  

Foothills Land Trust  

Land Stewardship Centre of 
Canada 

Miistakis Institute  

Municipal District of Rocky 
View No. 44 

Nature Conservancy of  
Canada 

Southern Alberta Land 
Trust Society 

Western Sky Land Trust 

Wild Elk Federation  

 

 
A conservation easement is a vol-
untary agreement between a 
landowner and an organization 
whereby a landowner agrees to 
relinquish certain rights of the 
land in exchange for long term 
conservation of the ecological 
values of the land.  Ecological 
values can include but are not 
limited to wetlands, trees and  
native grasslands. 

 
Formed in 2008, the Alberta Land Trust Alliance (ALTA) 
is a not for profit organization.  We are currently   
seeking charitable status.   
 
We are governed by a Board of Directors which        
includes representatives from land trusts, landowners 
and municipalities.  Please contact us at                     
albertalandtrust@shaw.ca if you are interested in  
joining the ALTA Board of Directors. 
 
¢ƘŜ ![¢! ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ !ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘǎ 
and land trust community.  As of March 31, 2009, Al-
ōŜǊǘŀ ƘŀŘ мн ƭŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘǎΦ  ![¢!Ωǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀƴŘ 
trust is a not for profit charitable organization that has 
as one of its main objectives the conservation of pri-
vate lands for the purpose of conservation. 
 

A Brief History 
 
In the summer of 2006, Alberta Environment brought 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ 
community to discuss ways to increase the               
conservation of private lands with the use of the     
conservation easement.  At that time, Alberta           
Environment was responsible for conservation      
easement legislation and recognized that land trusts 
played an important role in securing conservation 
easements on private land. 
 
The discussions in 2006 resulted in several                  
recommendations to Alberta Environment.  The    
number one recommendation was the request for   
!ƭōŜǊǘŀ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŀ 
connected and networked provincial Alliance.  This  
resulted in the formation of the Alberta Land Trust  
Alliance. 
 
With the help of several volunteers, a business plan 
was created In November of 2006 and was submitted 
to Alberta Environment.  Shortly after, Alberta          
Environment agreed to provide $300,000 in seed  
funding as well as a staff person for up to 3 years to 
help create and facilitate the newly named Alberta 
Land Trust Alliance.    
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ALTA Board of Directors 

CHAIRMAN 
Ernie Ewaschuk 
Land Stewardship Centre of Canada 
 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Renny Grilz 
Nature Conservancy of Canada 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Barry Bishop 
Ducks Unlimited Canada 
 

DIRECTOR 
Alan Gardner 
Southern Alberta Land Trust Society 
 

DIRECTOR 
Brenda Wispinski 
Beaver Hills Initiative/Strathcona 
County 
 

DIRECTOR 
Grant Pearsell 
City of Edmonton 
 

DIRECTOR  
Margaret Van De Pitte 
Landowner 
 

 

 

The land trust community in-
cludes conservation professionals 
(e.g. lawyers, accountants, land 
appraisers), municipalities, Pro-
vincial and Federal Government, 
landowners and supporters.  
 

ALTA Goals 
 
Alberta land trusts have the capacity to operate     
effectively 
 

Create and manage a virtual resource centre 
(www.landtrusts-alberta.ca) 
Provide training  to land trusts and the land trust 
community (e.g. annual conference/workshops) 
Develop a grant program to distribute funds out 
ǘƻ !ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘǎ όǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎύ 
Act as a referral agency for landowners  

 
The Alberta Land Trust Alliance is the recognized 
voice of a unified land trust community 
 
{ǇŜŀƪ ŀǎ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƛŜŘ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ !ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘǎ  
and land trust community 
Build and maintain relationships with land trust 
community 
Increase membership in ALTA and provide            
excellent service to members 
Engage in policy discussions as appropriate (e.g.  
!ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ [ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ϧ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ tŀǊƪǎύ 

 
The Alberta Land Trust Alliance is Sustainable 
 

Ensure long term sustainability of the ALTA 
Sustain a credible and value added organization    
for members 
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